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There are concerns that these online pharmacies and unregulated access is likely to increase use 
of prescribed medications, non-medical use and dependence14. 
   
The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) issued a statement saying: 
“We urge patients to obtain their prescription medicine through a registered pharmacy or a 
GPhC-approved website. Purchasing medicines from any other source, particularly from a 
website based overseas, is potentially a risk to health. There is no guarantee that medicines 
purchased online meet the set standards of quality and safety that are mandatory in the UK.” 
 
If individuals have, any concerns over the legitimacy of an online pharmacy encouraged to report 
to them to the MHRA here: https://medicine-seller-register.mhra.gov.uk/report/
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